Care tips

¢ Purchase limoniums in full color (70%
open), but with a few new florets left
to mature. Avoid stems that have
yellow or discolored leaves, an
indication of improper shipping or
holding temperatures.

Re-cut stem ends, removing at least
one inch. Place in a tepid floral food
solution and let condition at room
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White® (opposite page, far left), China Cerise®
(top of this page) and China Yellow® (right).
Misty and China photos are courtesy of Royal
Van Zanten, a Dutch supplier of plant material
to growers, also known for statice varieties in
the Sun Bird series. Above and at near left is
Maine Blue, a hardy variety from Hilverda with
long laterals on exceptionally long, strong
stems and a unique deep blue color.

well as in desert environments of the interior,

to WISpy Caspla, their strong stems rising from a clump of leaves
) . at the base.
limoniums cover a
An even better clue to their hardiness, however,
Wlde range Of is hidden in the flower’s anatomy. What we may

casually call the “flowers” of limonium species
m O Od S an d C OI OrS are actually colorful, papery calyxes (often blue),
. which surround the true flowers (often white)
and which remain, still bright and beautiful, long
after the true flowers have fallen.

hanging them upside down in a low-
humidity, low-light area. Bundle the
stems with rubber bands into small
bunches to allow for free air
circulation. Drying time should be
about one to two weeks, then coat
with @ moisture barrier sealant.

Common Name Botanical Name Colors Size

Statice, annual statice, sinuatum Limonium sinuatum Blue, purple, lavender, pink, | 1-inch colored heads on branched,
) yellow, peach, white 12-to-24-inch, fleshy stems
Limonium, statice, ChaS| ng the bl ues German statice Limonium tartaricum Gray to off-white 1/4-inch flowers on short

caspia Blue and purple come first to mind when we 4-to-6-inch stems
Limonium spp think of statice or limonium, but breeders have
also brought to market varieties in other hues,
including white, pink, and yellow. Diamond
Bunch size: grower bundles statice (Limonium sinensis), a newer and

Vase life: 10 to 21 days or can be dried medium-sized addition to the limonium group, is

Flowers& Flowers&

Seafoam statice Limonium perezii Purple to lavender 1/4-inch flowers clustered into
2-to-4-inch heads atop
12-to-20-inch stems

Caspia, Misty limonium Limonium latifolium Light blue, light pink, lavender | 1/8-inch flowers profusely adorn
18-t0-30 inch stems

Availability: year round, but variety dependent




